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Minutes of the Transport and Traffic Sub Committee 
Held at the Civic Hall, Lee Street, Uppermill 

On Thursday  1st September 2011 
 

There were present  Cllr. Mr. R. Franklin – Chairman 
    Cllr. Mr. R. Knotts – Vice Chairman     
    Cllrs. Mr. M. Buckley 
     Mr. G. Harkness 
     Mr. K. Hulme      

Mr. A. Roughley 
    Ian Merckel – Lydgate residents 

John Martindale – Delph Community Association 
Graham Parker – GGRA  
Alma McInnes – Uppermill residents 
P.C.S.O. Wayne Turley 
Richard Edwards – Unity Partnership 
 

186. Apologies for Absence: Cllr. Mr. B. Cullen, Richard Darlington – Grotton residents, 
Alex Jeffreys (Diggle residents) & Cllr. Mr. R. Knowles (Oldham M.B.C.). 

 
187. Uppermill Parking – A public meeting was held in the Civic Hall on 26th July to discuss 

the concerns of local residents about the car parking situation in Uppermill. When the 
time limited parking restrictions were introduced Oldham Council agreed to carry out a 
review of the scheme in September. The first review is being carried out in Royton, this 
will form the basis of the review in Uppermill, which is due to take place in October. It is 
intended that there will be a drop in centre for residents to voice their views, leaflets will 
be distributed, posters will be displayed in shops and individual businesses will be 
contacted for their views. It was agreed that it was important that the views of visitors 
were also collected. The planned review will take place in October. The meeting 
accepted the following should be considered by the District Partnership which now 
carries responsibility for car parking in the area:  

 

 The Victoria Mill (Museum) car park is re-lined with the proportionate numbers 
for disabled drivers and that the recycling bins should be re-located outside of 
the Conservation Area.  
 

 The lines on the Smithy Lane car park should be re-painted with the 
proportionate number of disabled drivers’ spaces 

 

 Consideration should be given to altering the time restriction to 4 hours instead 
of 3 hours on Victoria Mill and 3 hours instead of 2 on the other designed short 
stay car parks with the exception of Smithy Lane that should remain at 2 hours. 

 

 The Square restrictions, Wednesday (5 a.m. to 6 pm.) and 3 hours during the 
remainder of the week, should be imposed to allow market traders the space to 
put up their stalls readily in a morning. 

 

 The possible residents parking permit in Lee Street should be included in the 
review. It was noted that Oldham Council has withdrawn the charge for permits, 
this was previously used to fund signage etc. 
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The Parish Council has partially re-opened the Civic Hall car park. 

 
188. Castleshaw Parking – Imogen Fuller (Oldham Council Regeneration Department) 

informed the meeting of proposed changes to the car park at Castleshaw. The work is 
part of a larger project partially funded by Pennine Prospects. The work on the car park 
will be carried out by United Utilities who own the site and will be responsible for the 
maintain of the car park. Details of the proposal will be presented to the next Finance 
and General Purposes Committee.   

 
189. Roads in need of repair Richard Edwards said that the maintenance plan is currently 

being reviewed and year 2 of the project will go ahead as planned. There have been 
some problems with the signs around Lydgate concerning road closures in Tameside. 
The Clerk will clarify with Unity Partnership whether Oldham or Tameside is 
responsible for the erection and removal of signs in Oldham warning of road closures 
in Tameside. The surface of the A672 between Moorlands Caravan Park and the 
Rams Head has delaminated, this road is the diversion route for junction 22 of the 
M62. It was agreed that the Clerk will write to Oldham Council requesting that the re-
surfacing of this road is given a high priority. Richard said this was part of the LTF and 
would be carried out this year.  

 
190. Tourist Bus – The service has now ended, no usage information is available. 
 
191. SHRUG – Councillor Franklin, Duncan Rhodes (Friends of Mossley Station) met with 

Councillor Doreen Dickinson and Steve Magner (Partnership Development Officer - 
TfGM). Councillor Dickinson is to meet the Transport Minister, Teresa Villiers, in 
October and is also planning to met Louise Elman – Chair of the Transport Select 
Committee.  
There is a need to lobby M.P.s and local Councillors about the implementation of 
Manchester hub. The electrification of Liverpool to Manchester Victoria will be 
implemented along with the Ordsall loop by about 2016, this will give a link between 
Victoria and Piccadilly and less “cross line” workings. A further platform will be 
provided at Stalybridge again leading to less “cross line” workings.  
Other proposals under consideration, 6 trains per hour between Leeds and 
Manchester, - two semi-fast, electrification of the line between Stalybridge and Victoria, 
semi fast trains going in to Piccadilly severing the link with Ashton from Mossley and 
Greenfield. The extension of Mossley Station to accommodate longer trains, possible 
opening up the second Diggle tunnel with a loop line allowing faster trains to pass.  

 The Additional carriages which will be supplied in December will not eradicate 
overcrowding  but are a step forward. Other issues discussed include cross boundary 
fares, the absence of disabled access on Mossley and Greenfield station (eastbound), 
earlier trains in the morning and later evenings and the constraint about having two 
trains in the current Diggle tunnel.  

 Future meetings will be held with representatives of each of the local train user groups, 
a Friends of Greenfield Station group is being set-up. 

 It was suggested that additional car parking should be provided at Stalybridge Station. 
 
192. Decluttering of Saddleworth & Lees – Oldham Council Planning Enforcement and 

the Conservation Officer have toured Uppermill recently and identified a number of 
premises that they will be contacting concerning signage etc. 
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193. National Grid Work – they were some problems with the traffic initially, this was due 

to a communication problem between the traffic lights. There has also been an issue 
when concrete is being poured into the trench, the lorry needs to stop in the running 
lane to unload. The Clerk will contact Unity Partnership and the contractors to see how 
the problem can be resolved. 

 
194. Winter Maintenance – Councillors Franklin & Knotts meeting with Unity Partnership 

next week to discuss the paper produced by Councillor Knotts. They will also discuss 
the possibility of greater community involvement in winter gritting and snow clearance. 
It may also be possible to use Community Payback.  

 
195. Transport for Greater Manchester – nothing to report. 
 
196. Village issues 

It was agreed that wherever possible problems should be passed to the Clerk seven 
days before the meeting. These will then be forwarded to Oldham Council / Unity to 
give them an opportunity to provide a response at the meeting. 
Delph – the suggested alterations to the junction of Stoneswood Road / Grains Road / 
Millgate should be considered when the re-surfacing work is done on Grains Road. 
Unsure whether the speed limit signs on Stoneswood Road / Thurston Clough Road 
have been replaced. A number of vehicles are ignoring the weight limit, the Clerk will 
contact Oldham Council / Unity to request that they consider painting the restriction on 
the road and the installation of flashing signs. 
Diggle – Two static roadwork signs have been left on Huddersfield Road, there are no 
road marking and a portable sign has been left at the junction of Huddersfield Road / 
Stanedge Road. The white lining work has not been completed on Huddersfield Road. 
The completion of the re-surfacing near the Post Office was originally planned for 
Sunday. It is now planned for mid week off peak, it has since been decided that the 
road does not need to be closed to carry out the work. Two of the bus stop road 
markings have been completed, a further six are still required. The pot holes and road 
surface on Huddersfield Rd near to Stanedge Rd junction have not been repaired yet, 
the yellow lines are also outstanding, the Clerk will check on the proposed timescale 
for the introduction of the proposed restrictions.    
Dobcross – the Clerk will check on progress of the parking restrictions. 
Greenfield – Oakview Road repairs still outstanding. Ladcastle Bridge pot holes need 
repairing, the Clerk will check status. 
Lydgate – Village signs still required.  
Denshaw – The road between Denshaw and Delph has re-opened. There are delays 
on A672 approaching Denshaw due to the temporary traffic lights, Unity to be asked to 
look at varying the phasing of the traffic lights during the day to reflect the traffic flow. 
Springhead – Damaged kerbs near Staley Street in Springhead – have been reported 
by Councillor Harkness. 
Austerlands – the white markings need to be replaced on Thorpe Lane near to the 
junction with Oldham Road. The permit application to start tipping at Birks Quarry has 
been withdrawn. Lower Turf Lane / Heywood Lane should be added to the gritting 
routes. 


